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Job-seeking Desire Among Female Marriage Immigrants

Kyoung Ran Ryu Hea Yung Kang
Chung ju Employ Center Korea University of Technology and Education

There has been a rapid increase of international marriage in Korea within recent decades. Female marriage
immigrants received much attention in research due to the overall high level of their difficulty with cultural
adaptation. While research has been conducted on their quality of life, social and cultural adaptation, and
socio-economical status, their settlement into Korean society seems to be mostly related to job-finding. This
study aims to describe the differences of job-seeking desire of female marriage immigrants by their country of
origin, number of preschool children, length of residence in Korea and proficiency level of Korean language.
Data was collected from 120 female marriage immigrants registered in the multi-cultural family support
centers in Chungju, Eumseong and Jecheon who filled out the questionnaire prepared by the researcher. The
questionnaire consisted of questions on general characteristics and job-seeking desire. Participants’ job-secking
desire was measured by a seires of questions developed by Korea Employment Information Service (1999). The
average level of job-secking desire among participants was 3.67 out 5 scale, and average 71.26 of total scores.
The level of job-seeking desire significantly varied depending on their country of origin (F=12.23, p<.001),
number of preschool children (F=25.79, p<.001), length of residence in Korea (F=7.39, p<.001), and
proficiency level of Korean language (F=15.29, p<.001). This result shows that there are different levels of
job-seeking desite among female marriage immigrants depending on the country of origin, number of
preschool children, length of residence in Korea, and proficiency level of Korean language. The result can be
utilized by multicultural career consultants who counsel job-seeking female martiage immigrants. In order to
facilitate them with successful employment, implementing policies to increase Korean language programs and

to reduce the burden of raising children may need to be considered.

Key words : female marriage immigrants, job seeking desire
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